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EASEE-gas publishes CBP 2017-001/01 on Message Transmission Protocol for 

Document Exchange  
 
 

(BRUSSELS, 17 July 2017) EASEE-gas, the European Association for the Streamlining of Energy 
Exchange – gas, published today the Common Business Practice (CBP) document 2017-001/01 on 
Message Transmission Protocol for Document Exchange.  

This CBP, prepared by the EASEE-gas Technology Standard Working Group, was approved by the 
ExCom on 29 June 2017. It encourages EASEE-gas members to start using the AS4 protocol with 
the ENTSOG profile rather than the AS2 protocol because of security reasons and to continue using 
the EASEE-gas digital certificates. 

AS2 has been used as a communication protocol for exchanging EDIG@S documents in the 
EASEE-gas community since 2007 (see CBP 2007-001-02 on Message Transmission Protocol). 
TSOs, however, must comply with the Commission Regulation (EU) 2015/703 of 30 April 2015, 
establishing a Network Code on Interoperability and Data Exchange Rules, which means that TSOs 
and their affected counterparties active at either interconnection points or interconnection points and 
virtual trading points, must replace AS2 by its successor AS4.  

For this reason and because the security techniques specified in AS2 are not future proof, EASEE-
gas recommends to use the AS4 protocol for all document exchange in the gas market with an 
appropriate profile (narrowed down set of settings).  

TSOs already have implemented AS4 as of May 2016, in accordance with the Network Code on 
Interoperability and Data Exchange Rules. EASEE-gas also recommends the implementation of the 
certificate exchange protocol using AS4 by the end of 2018. The intention is to implement a central 
AS4 configuration management facility should when available. 

The CPB further describes the technology to be used. 

The document as well as all EASEE-gas CPBs are available for download on EASEE-gas website. 
 

*** 
About EASEE-gas: 
EASEE-gas (European Association for the Streamlining of Energy Exchange - gas) was set up in 2002 in 
order to develop and promote business practices to simplify and streamline both physical gas transfer and 
trading across Europe. EASEE-gas presently has 93 full members (companies active in the European gas 
market) and 30 associate members (industry associations, regulators, government agencies, etc). For more 
information, please visit www.easee-gas.eu or contact the office in Brussels. 
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